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Br BiL. Groover

Tho 1ittle space ship took off from Terra at C89CO0 hours
and soared into the cloudless morning sky. The pilot, Rik
vavie, ent alone in the slock exporimontal job anid thought
of the coming Journey to Jilpha Centasurus -- a long thard
Journey, with nothing but the sipht of the sternal, unwink-
ing stars in the vielplate, nothing to breask the monotony.

Rik pusraed the saccelerator handie to ite seocond notche
The ship lurched ahend so cuiokly that it elmost broke nik's
hegad ofr at the neck. He gave n low whistle of sadmiration
for the power of the thundering Jets, then set the antomatio
pilot and went to sleap.

Tre robet pilot was set to inoroase the shin's speed by
one G every Yifteon minntes for t-o hours. %he shock of the
gsecond burst of paver, howsver, was 80 much more violent
than the first that it snopped o vital eam in the intricate
meohinery of the robot and put Rik to sleer <for 46 hours
with the sesme shock.

hisg firat imoroseion was of alien
It wasn't until

‘Yhen Rik awakened,
forme and colora swirling on the visiplate.
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—much later that he dlecovered

the 8.eed of the velsel had B B A0 B e f?
thrown it into subspace. Oh, | ff_ d M . ReX W F
well, if mere sveed would d 253 SRy BFINC R B e
that, spsed would put hiw o LN N

baex i"nto normal space again. By E)’F»L GR'OOVER

Muttering in exusberation %o himself, kKik fed'fuel to
“he jets und whirled ' through inoomprehensible dimensional
corridors vntil the star¢ avpeared once more., -

‘ :

familiar stars -~ but ir unfamiliuy pnttqrnau w81k nad
no idea where he wus. However, a.planet loomed whead, so he
deeided to land. Down ne osme; but ‘fnat -~ tod fast,”

Rik cut his eng*nesn but 1% was no uea. He switched
the main Jets oif oentively, »relying on the gteering ehgine
for control, but ‘als speed wae £t111 efcessi-wer 8t the space=
ship neuraed the surfate.

3

The vegetntion was ripped t¢ shreas behind the ship,
and the hull piatgs were goattgred through it.....Rik erawl-
ad dazedi{ from his ship.and went %o collect the pieces. He:
woe surpr ﬁe& to find theletze not too badly damsged, oon-
gsidering 8 pun;shmant th y had taken. , ;

The 1nxt day, wik% was husily repairl 54 the ship when he
noticed a brilht reflection frcm Lhe volished hull, Drawing
his gun and whirling o% the same time, Kik found hiuself
confronting & Tyraimmosaurus-like monster . which. handed him a
hull plate and watehed curionsly as Rik weldnd it iuto place
again.. Suddenly the_ conception of what had cccurred hit Rik
apd ne whirled again to stare af ti® "beaut Yot knowing whe--
+bher to kill 1t or %o sit down and Balk ﬁ;lngs over with it.-
,The Tyrannossurus made no msaucing move, 80 Rik slowly re-
laxed .

-1 "Gosh," kik nmurmured to rimseldf "The
> | firet disocvery of irntellipont 1life on &
f A IR . planet outelde sars. This will put me in
o ) | 1
‘/p \ ' the history books!
f K<§v A “he beast moticn'd to the chip, mede &
vy sign to indicate it comlpp dowm, thaen lay
//”i~ﬁg%, dowr. on the ground and ocovered its head
L with its scaly paws.

struck bdv a sudden inspiration; nik
rushed into hie ship anrd unbolted the rad-
iation collectors rerhaps it would detect
brain vaves! It finally d14, after he had
jugeled connections and circuite for half
: an hour- More tuning and adjusting, and
J eventually kik was able to cormmunicate with
The mewstee,
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" hat 18 your nam3?" acked Hdik teleprathicslly. Tre re-
sponse ne got was surprise, building up the Bcale to its
nighest form: amazem.at,

"No name!" The rest was sheer abstraction, but Rik got
the 1dea.

The moastsr boesn bullding ud o vleturae in Aik'g brelin
The monster stood sating herries. A ronr wag heard ani a
preat shiay thing pluared ont of the sky, vioning the troes,
toaring them epurt, finally vlowinz 1t . wayv into the sod and
rebounding apuin, shunks of metal an: rock flying hlgh above
it: The gleaming thing hit once more, shaking the very
groundo.....the monster's thoughts roflested 8%o.....a8 small

white croature
smerzed from
vhe +thing and
atartedi £ol=~
logting its
pieces, after
that, noislly,
fitting the
gleaming oyl~
inder together
sgain....»
"what 1is
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et like?" dl1%
acked &£ Boon
ais the fiow of
thought chowed
rlgns of les-

"Planet? You mean you ocome from space? The fourth
Plunet, nperhape? NKRo? Then the sixth one? Outer spaoce?"
The last thought came with skaesr dirheliefl. "Throngh suh-
spece! [Killione ol 2ight yeers!"”

Then the alien got ths “ull story. Mental piletures
poured through ite micd 1 ) the force of an express train,
By the time nik ware finished giving the mnonnter nll the in-
formation he could, tho monstor not only had the &bl li%y to
speck the knplich lansuaze, but also  the entire store cf
knowledge that Rik's brein woeﬂaﬂsedo

"thether yru Jmow it or'not," the mowtoer apid, “"You
gaved our race.,"

"How?" was nik'y dumbfounded reply.

"™Well, you gave me 21l the meiloal knowledge your reoe
has. and I aes that this strange subsatance . penioillin wlll
cure the slague that is wiping ouf my fellows.”

The monster did not explain further ., 8o Kik 1let the
subjeot drop.




"Ho- uoes your shi, work?" 0 T A
asked th~ monster. '".aybe we | | §= é}Q'
toc zai leave our nlsnct.” . ‘% o

"I can't explain it to you .
bat take a look for yourself Sy Bilee QRoovER
and see,"” :

S0 the mone'er went throngh’ the ship, so thoroughly
that the nost inasccessable rivét wes ot overlooked, The
moneter got 8c interestsd that he forgot the ship belonged
to romecne elce - He put the power condensers on -eparnte
fend lines so they coull ke umed ejther uingly or ian combin-
ation, than it fixed the robot pilot 8o the snip would start
at a conmtant &occelaration,

1t wae tren the morster noticed thet the ahip woald
81'n baok and forth betwsen M moamions, 7ith nolcontrol over
wrere it would go. He r-esopned out the solution to the aif-
Zizvity with eonsiiorehle =nee, und whaa ha gnt thrmugh with
his anpgiaeerian 4ha uhly 725 aven movre powerful thsn befors,
but easdlier to haralse,

The ship was fixed and X1k was resdy to take off. oSay-
ing goolhys to ths mecastar =ar a h.rder jnb tnsn sikF bud an-
tiolratec. Surd tir. the 1loag days of their work tozether,
they Yad pryo™1 %9 1ike one snother,

warly one morning 1k took off, and late that night he
landed agein, The mcoznter wae walting to praat him.

"Ry 634 you ocre back? Dan't you find your home plan-
et?" &sked the moipter =when Rik stapped out of his ship ifor
the second tine.

"] want to EB'ay here anéd help ;rou start your galuotio
empire ™ said Rik.

"on't you bs working ugainst your wwn pwple?’the
monater queriei, softly.

Yadly Rik snswered, "this dsn't my nalsxy.”

- }-mD-.: -
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thinx & ti0is nad ths one Iallowing it reoresent —

\ Lhe winaw " & fend whioh hac been raging both J
in the “erp aud ctherwige [Or some monlhE noW. ‘
“ines the xeiu arruers in  the eontroversy sbout \

wnather d.2.Lcveoraft was or was not & wonder-ul
. writer are Redd bogsgs, who thinks so, snd Wil-
/“ kie Comner who d‘bu;ﬂaﬁs Jarp's editore chaer-
\&A\ sd from $he sidelineg wtila tres two fane thresh-
ed the mutter out thoroughly. These twa urticles

, are the resuliivees

J Regarding future comment  vn Loveoraft ~- will
everyone pov xlndly snoddup, The matter 1e dene

with as far a8 we're oom:erned° Aman.

VA
ey (s E2

Sorme yemrs ago, [ recelved a fancire from one Freneis T.
Laney. It was the seocoud copy of hls sorc-to-"e=-Ffumous Ago-
lyte. The one thing that struck my curiosity was the ucta-

fon on the title-page: "Dedicatad to the memory of the
late H.£.Loveoraft."
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"tho the hell was Loveoraft that comeorne shovld waste
tine 3nd paper construeting @ wegazine in his remoryt' I
asked me self., Urntll that timn. I had noticed several pott-
humous {you spell it') storiea by Lovecraft ir Jeird Tales,
and nnturelly, 1 rer mberecd the rame. I never remembered
the mtoriee, though, vpecause I ted never managed to get up
st mach enough to read them.

T kept rendiing Aenlvte urd cther pudblications preising
uovecrait and bis wolkE. 2rom time to tima, T tried to read
come of the stories mentioned in %he var*ous e~ticlsg. To
this day, I have never -- repeat, rever -- read ons story,
article or posm worthy of all the fuse made Over them -- @8-
necially by those funs who fall down at H’L's feet and wor-
ship him a8 some sort of pagan god.

His stories. for the most part, are morbid. They .re
like the hill-billy songes that sing of scrrow and tears.
fhey have an underlying ou ren% of hc.ror that seems, some-
how, out of place. I cen't find the words to axpress it, As
one rends the gtories ona gets the irn rossion the avthor is
pnesking to scarae helli out of the 1reader even if he has to
drag & mouldy corpse acrosgf the fleer., 4l) he managess to do
is to nuusoata i get a slck 1aeling evory t.ma I try to
roBd one of L+ plorian
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Then there'= the chuth.lu stuff, That would have heen
fine in ONE o¢r even THKKE stortes, But of trne HPL yarns
I've read 9only a fsw ceem %0 he awey from thae ahuthulu
stuff. I heve 8 aopy of fLtcolyte eomeplace that ligpte what
ie ealled <¢he “Lovecraft cr chuthulu mytholcgy." There's
nothi,z zraat eroat {hw creation of such & mythology. Llove-
craft mer~ly %tcox the namza of 20owme of the carly Greek and
Aoman and Horse guds and gave theax names he ohvionsly invan-
ted simoly by runniag his fingers over the keys of his ftype-
writer at rendum. (if he had & tyoewriter). Yo thax moved
them from Lheir original settings and gave tham & place
"Cutside.,” Then, hn let them 7 forces of avil egsingt
whor nothing was eifective. ({Shaver is doing the same thing
with hie c2avemen,) Hothing sensetlonal tnerce.

Hove ., 1 have ud guarrel vlth the :ubjezt matter of
HPIL:'s steries, It is his styls of writing I don't g0 for.
An out-and-ocut copr of Eighteenth Century writers, it im’'t
even 4 good initation. If he had written ags Rey Bradbury
writes, ©r as hie neasrest imititer, August Jerleth, writes,
he vould have had someth.ng. . .leth seeke to hmitste EPL,
and has unconsoliously surpsssed him ir ril his writing.

1t wonle be unftir to EFL to ¥x¥ée 22 mrticle such asm
this and not menticn tha truth. I havye gajored severel of
his stories. One, "The Faunte: of the Dark," wes erpecisliy
,200d, And while T oculdu't stomach the printed version of
"ke Dunwioh Horror.," I esgpeeclslly enjorved the ralic drama-
tization. Perhaps I cwmld lesrn to e preciate HPL if &1l
hig storieg wer~ thug rrerented, Trerofore, weo getb ercnpd
to his utyle ugnivn. His writing style wasc't precenl or the
red4ic broeicact,

*ire Hevrter of ithe Dark" wae 28 wellewrittan 2s any
ijitersatvre 7 rave ever read. Had B2L sritten alld kir stutf
g siwply 2zd4 ae Alrectiy, I, teo, wouvld te temptec to wor=-
ehip ut tke Lowecraft ahrirc.

aowevar, I say et L rast in paace, Hz2 wroke his
stu?f and plised 1% == .the most of it -~ {4 s.me huresn
drawey. ‘here it helungod, “hethar he nlaced it away from
tre iiant or whethsr nhe hid 3t cofier it had baen rejectad
no o8 w“iil ever no , NHi3 best atorioc seem tc huve baan
puaiisned after nlg death., Some 0 these, probadbly, wcre re-
written by able writers, who injected snough readadbility in-
to them to inter-st the publia. Tacn, dy printinrg limitaed
2diuions and by asing ¢lavar advertising they maneged to ore-
ata the great worship of HPL thet has spring up. Ferson-
ally, { thiax moet of nis stuff -- well "stiaqks" 18 too
harsh 3 vord,....it isn't gquite thi.t bad, Bovevexr, I have
asver seen anythirng in any of his ctoriers that I huve read
that wes worthy of all the fuss made over them.

"o help 1o, Yog-Cotho*h!”

l 4  E#D |



This year, 1947, 4is the tenth anniversery of Howard
Phillivs Loveoratt's death, but 1 did net roalize thet fact
ti11 I read it somewhers. That should prove that I am not a
fanetic disciple, werehliplag with Jerleth, Vaundrel and the

cthars, &t HPL's shrins _ut however far I am frem being sn
nvid acolyte of the mau 8till 2ripes me to hear 20maons
etote, as kr. #ilkis Connor has done in thees osges, that

Loveeraft merite no c.auvid s ution whatsoaver. I think he
degsrves high praise.

It would scem thet tae frccuent aathologizing of Love-
eralt’s storiss in numerous weird colliections should coa-
stiitute "proof positive"” that nls ficition is worthwhile, btus
goparently e, Gonpner noids that such popular seeclaim has
agomehow been srtificisliy ITostered Ly the super-asctive fol«
lowera of H2L, perticalsriy xrough Lrhe wedium of Arkham
House and ite saverul volumes of sovecraflliana, iheretore,
1% hahooves me to answer & few ¢f the criticisms that kr.
Connar has leveled at HPL and hie mork.

*  Perhruapes the main criviclam Hr, Jonner had made is thsat
lovecraft's style makes his fletion difficult to remd. Com-
pared with the averege prlp story, ourofully slanted to the
lallegedly Juvenile 4mete of the “uverags" resder, Hel'e
leisurely, 3iterary stylas 1g unicus, snd therefore difficult.
EiL himself wrote: ™iy style is bad...full of obvious rhet-
cricel aevices snd hackaneysd worde and rhythie patternsc..”

“ 8
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Jerleth culled % 1¢ salf-criticiem "modesty™ but of cource there
is truth fn it, severtheless, Llovnerasft's 7orks come closer %o
being respeotable orose than ‘thoee 0i moct pulpstere, and he can
be pnointed out ae cue of the eurliest writers to onhaance pulp
fiotion with a truly die‘‘npui:hed style.

Wr. Conner surprisc me hen he celscts "ihe launt-r of the
onrk" ar one JLovecraft story which he enjci’ed, bec=use it was
eimple snd direet in style. “Houater" i. a .tory writien iuring
the last. few yeare of HOL's 1ife, apd although his kill improv-
r¢ nnoce, hic style becane more intricae yasr by year. I would
sugge-t that .r. Conner aone! ier scme early Loveeraft vunsanian
fantagy, such us “’he C te of blthar“ or one of the first tales
in tha £0~0s1l+d Cthulhu i thos, "The {rctivel," for simpliocity
in etyla. tHe mipht di scover that eimplioity in atyle for wuove-
craft wue not a virtue, ani the later, more involved utyle was
faghioned as a fine lnstrument for oonjuring ctrange scenes and
moods with its unusual patternt und onomatopoetic diction. I

Mr. Connr's objection to the "Cthulhu" m:thology geems to
be bus on the hypothe!'s thut such an entity as “Yog-:.othoth" |
acts as a deux ex machinn, .1 o~rhapt more accuarstely ite anti-
thesis, o Torce ol ovil, hich mukes ite apnearance merely to

8% thinpge wrong for the author™e benefit. O0a the contrary, |
Lovocraft' ekillful use of the "thing from Outsids" theme iz |
one of his greatest -chlievoments. a4lthouch Jorleth has meantion- |
ed HPL's "eincerity"” in the daopiction of allen entities, it is
doubtful shether ucveoraft believei ian the dark pods he wrote a- |
bout. Iy is8 possivle thut he felt tre influsnce of th. Unknown
' more acutely thun most, and ery.talized this sensastion 4in the

convontionslized "gods" he evoived from earlier presences in the
| fiotion of sierce, Chaubers, et al.
} e - R e v ! werleth haadiles the "Cthu-~

lu" thome better than Hou
Y Adid ~= 80 saye Gonner. 1y
. P N ‘~-2p ancwer isg: Contrast Hous
- = : .~ "The Whisperer In varkness"
b Tl : "l or "the Hmsunter of the vark"
with Derleth's i itations
suoh as "deyond the ‘hreshe~
1 0ld" or "rhe fandvin Com-
'pact.” Where vDerleth is con-
'tant to narrate an excitiag
. .| story of the aopearance of
of strange, hulf-glimpeed en-
X tities, Loveoraft crrates a
{ dar’ and horr¥fylng moud, in
wrich the oresence of the
gois from Outside acve bel-
: ievably, vet with an avthon-
= : ~==b tic anra of -he Uaknowi.
cchider too "‘hp Colour Cut of vprice,” which I coansiler
| Loveernft's maaternieca (and if you hnven't reand it et, I sug~ '
Lfﬂtt sou get it ae nudblished in Mfu, wonderfully illustrated by

L BONT TELAI_ANY Sn@kR -~ MND £ 4 oA _JaUM Osby oF BEMBOOK Wew'l 4 4
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Virzil Finlcy). Here, the sre.eance of the "god" ic subtly
built up out of suck manifectati.ans as tho scaurred meadow,
the wuneasy swaying of tre trees when ao ina is blewinz, the
terrible ineanity of the form fawmily living nenrby. Certesin-
iy, fow othe: writers huve ¢¢ successfully depleted the alien
mood. It ro-uirer no patent "suspencsion of belief™ tc read,
n: be convinced by lovecraft.

ar. Conner's statement that "only a few” of Lovecrait's

tules 1ia outsi:e tre Cthulhu iiythos 1ig, in 9 measure, truse.
It is correct to tre oxtent that alli of his stories were
"buse: on the fundamentnl lcre or lepernd thut t'is- world was
inbabitod at oner time by another race... who lost their ioot-
hold ar i wrre ex.elled, yvet live on outeide, ready ever to
take postessvion of t ieg eurth ngnian.” (i»ie is How's own
gtatencnt) . Hown~ver, trere are caly thirteen definite ti-~
tles 1lyipnp -ithin the siri:zt bowaus of the &ythos itself.
Luch well-known stories as Ulhe Qut.ider,"” "The ..ustc of Zr-
lick Zann," "he Shunned Houer " and "the xats in the ,alls"
are not a uart of tre Ctrulkbn crole.

Finally, I would like Lo refute ur, Conper‘s utatenrnt
that wost of H2lL's work was to sed in a bareau drawer and
forgotten, and £9v print posthumously only when revised oy

some "able”™ wuriter. On the contrary, &ir. Conner: BHoL's
best =stories were not published alter his dsath =-- 8t least,
not for th~a [irst time. There were & fow that saw print

only porthumously, but thkese werr mostls minor tales or
trose he never completad. anbout the only yarns of any stat-
ure that apceared 1in thit munuer were “"The Lurker at the
shreshold” ({completed by J:rleth) and "i'be Case of Charles
|Dexter .ard," iany Lovacralt st ries did 1lie around for
years boiore publi ati.n (for example: "rhe Outcider ," writ-
ten in 1921, printei in 1926), but this wae probsably duve %o
the lack of a morket, for atter the advent of iseird Yales,
very few of H’L's better-kiown tales were filed away for
glong. At a general thing, I doubt that maay of hie yarns
sufferei rel~ction and were b.nlshed to the bureau drawer

Ifor lack of literarw merit.
I

4 It ie true th t oceasional HJL talew were rojected, ev-
!an by 2edird Jnles. Dbocususze he submitted them in a  slony
/manuecript, or because they didn't fit the slant of the mag-
azine; houevar, ti'ic doos not reflect on H’L as an author.
‘He gimply refured to be a hack, Lovecraft knaw as well as
an;one the requirements of the pulps; he had to: much of
his income was derived from his work as a rasvistonist end
|"ghost writer.”

To sum un, I submit my own opinion that Lovesraft is
not 7orthy o. the "eult" that h.s ap.e'red sinece his death
{vhat riter would we?), but he is certainly wo thy ot high-
or c¢o me 1iztion than that eiven him by ar. Jilkie Co ner. I
am spre that even the writinzs of r. Couner him.elf merit
mora nrnlce than that!
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Dust off y.ur goemstry books. fern, ard eexd comabody
cut tc psge FYuelid, bec:ruse I'm sure this bit of reaccning
we1ld drterast him reatlyac...

" hacret. Froz apy ovcd. .t vithout a straipht line, cne
prrpendieular con be let f£all vpor that line, ani only one.”
(2ualid I-4)

~82 you, ¢ld hoy! Jet'c substitute a fow words in that
ctatevent of yours, Jlet's make it reed lilke thiag

".koorea. From any point witheut & straight line, two
percandiculars can bhe le{ £all vpen that 1line.”

Now lat's prove it.....

.

g — o O—
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(e) Draw two equal eircies, lotting them luterwnect ia two
peinte, se A and B above

{v) braw the two dlametera A-C =pd A=D,

() “7av the line € - 3. whieh irtersecte the circles at
poinfs ! apnd F,. '

{d) Drew the linee A-E and A-F.,

(e} liow, by Euclid VI-2, any angle insoribed in o semicir-
cle 1s a right angle. ut anplee APC 2nd AED are both in~
seribed in senicirolee. ond %i.refore both AE and AF are
perpendiculer to the line C-D.
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I"STARTING Guv For THE B166EST FAN-FEUL “INCs SHAVER —

' W o
/5/ IACK (Casmnova) CeemenTs

idt it nevor be said that Evolution has rc sense of humor. Shen
it created man, it played one of the -woet stupendcus Jokes thot has eve
or been mude Einga time bLezan,

For whou it oreuted man, it also ¢ «.ted woman,

Inetesd o maiing woman & raticonsl, intoelligent, clenr-thirkb!g
being, 1t orested one of the .aost oblldlsh and stupid craatures inagine
able. Ani tharefora it sesams a shame tha! hsre, in this small, ve);-
tivet; unknown world knovn ag fendom, the faminine 8ex has 1nfosteu ite
cuarters.
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Jdow 11 the dwumes would act with tho iateliigence befitting their 1
aze, it woul. leave ro ground for complaiat, but we find thut they be- |
heve themselves in thelr usueal 1nanc and glddy manser,

The fen=ipns arite guthy leztters ¢ vtarviiug ., and refer tc Lam E
xertin 48 a "oute 0ld space-dop.” Puttl So0viing wiskeme®ully refers to

sick Lneary, uol uv & correcpcnéect, but 8§ e ~~ aow ger this -~ a pen-
pol, an eworession thet I have not run &cioss slnce my comic~book days. |
Yo godu? i

1 correspuns vath ao doaww, but I hsve racelvel soume letters
(un-wodicitec and nannawored) from tho crenturcs, and each letter low-
oerg them in &y netiaction, which 18 1ike getiing ¢u an elevator im the
baiement and guing down, They write in the rniusuge of a ynirteen-year
=0lé bo, providang that the boy 18 a xoron.

In the pro letter gulamns, aay -tery ihat they ilke 1s omlled
*sjust pueil” ond thelr “oriticsi analyuis" of & 8tory ususily cuasisis
of, "I did not care for thet story, but I sunnoce there are others who
like it, €0 who o~ I to complain?" It must take a tremendously high I{ |
to turu out tnst scrt of thinp. |

Such blitherina foolishness 1o widercining the amscuiina uvturdi- |
ness of stf, Ie our beloved literzture to go the way of ta barber ;
shop aad the brase-ratl dar of yore®? 18 nothing sacred? ‘

For yesre damen read solense-fiziion, yot they usver s. n to know
~hat it {8 al) ab-ut, I¢ them che.mosi Iimportant Lhing 1in 4 yarn is
the love iater-8* - 4 sny story whitaoub eaid "interest” ia "dull.”

Doa't ack me to explein why fem-{on.s are so #tupid. I don't. know.
I do Xnos that U . o, are stupi., ané therefore I havs gseaned tO have any
contact with tha opposite sex, whion 18 thelr loos, not mine. 01d Vir-
gintty-Dogtwoyer (dun't you dare cut thatll{{ue wouldn't think of it!l))
Clemeats Fas rotired to an esrlv bacheliorneod, haviang discovered at a
youthful age that demes nre ratly unnecessary, no matter what your bi-
ology tezcher will tell you.

So xuet we heve dunes L. isndou? Why ocan’lt they buy their magza-
zines like pood 1ittls piris, romd thom, and then kecp their big trups
chut?

A pleasant, but, I fesr, Iutile thought.

ESD

Girls! Don’t hit JaClem with & meataxe -- it miznt muke & bad im-
pression on his mind.

Send Spagewarp a letter giving your views on the subjccé instead.
The only cemsoring appli-d to any msterial on thia subj=ot will bdbe to
keen within the postal regulationgs.....
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. Tnie month the Prycho La) tur:s i4y vowmlasive ingulsnitive-
r.*aa ugon & heptuoaxy fan hono third ceat-ivuticn to Soaceiay

v ) a - "wm Toal nn
LPULY R N ;Jzo 1% You all remrmber his Time Drecge
Tre bomo In Jio Desesrt” «- Ladiew and pgagtlemafiae. e

ﬂA{fJ K F}/“-‘o

2arn L. sapnvilla, K,v.. Deogamber 7, 1“8 I cttended
prpde 2R i .ln :m, onl: didn’ L sraduna’e.

I!r\

] ‘eB act wmeondad, Ha-anlistel Tor o veer I NHovemhay lU4b,

| Aa 03t marrieg.....

-

- "ﬁ‘f'u'. %0 the ey in Oatal = Ty 1, went Overseas
| $2 e ok, 1945, Saw very RIT8Ye metton, aces o2 it on Okinawg.
La® lsahsreed in Decembter , 1340 . DMlimbed ¢ *keo grede cf T/b
&8 La elsatijclan.

;

fiot 19ing anyr work ut the |
reasent Sime..... !

I atarted wendiong otf wish
t:3038 ZuaX AogeTs hoolte they ucsed
to give auay with oone of U7al-
tizee. Tead 2y firse atl magazin
In 3939, Thos ¢t 7iolcan alroele
hegan: It wer o s03y of lglopco-
2oslon, with g Lewd nRtory by
ﬂeii ﬁf 11T

dow ! wuve over a thouwsand
maRs., Wy favocite aather Lo Sgne )
do Bi.der. . Ly favorite etory:
"Piva Stope %c Womorrow." by him.
iy s5bblea: co0lleating you-lznye-~’
vy, rifle nad plcéii  3haoting,
ond s=imning .

Things I lixs: Astm}nding,
a5, delrd luleg, the Laxrp™, bear
Tokey-und-godm. tf. :

Trings 7 don't lika: EiA2, Chever, feon Nirwin STe, AMAZIAR,
T.3'a new polizy, stom-bomd atyrles. The Caint, apd Xutirer,

hu flve feet alna inshes tali, weigh 156 oounds. Light com-
plectead with hrown hair, Tear rimless glasses.

That's all there 48 -- bhut ita enouph..eeo

| *Thanks == Bd.




e

Loacewsrp's new policy on paymeut ior mmteriel goss into effect
with thia lusue, You writers whuge work preces our pages now aot
only zet 2 ountrivutor‘'s asopy of vk, as before, bui in addi tion free
advertising space in coming Wurps., You'il be gi ven detalls by post-
cara in about & wsek. Idore tvhan ever, the wmrn ie worth first con~
eidoration wien you're leoking for # nublishsar

Adveftininp:

#ates Tor ade in ine Warp are &L ver yupe, bEb64 a half-pape, 304
tor 1/4 page. Teadline for aﬁ copy is the first of the month, Let
the War; heip you dispose ol youwr oeolieotvion, get those missing ilss-
nes 10r your #les, or pubviicize anything else you have in mind.

Coptribhers! rewsrds:

—

Information Wanted:
¢an anyone aefine ecience-fiction in one sentenoce, 80 that it

will he distingulshed from Zanbausy and intelligibie to nomeone who
has never rped the svulf? Ve necd an answer to this prodlem badly.

Hichigan Yantasy Soclety:

’
The uFs 4e a flop. HLupute. ¥ . dotody's inter asted, it
j8ee8, with omie uvr two nmotablie excer on . for The pres3ent we wash
our nands of the whole Jamn mess. -  be "zt summex.....uutil then

ReIoPs  HCTE TO HY CORRESFONDESTS: "I ave that mPC stationery
all amed P 500N, ’

Jatter Seofion: 1S

The #ayv hae long noeded a letier~section wherse fans oan
foal t¢ thelr hearte’ centuat. You woa't get a contributor's copy
for having a letter published there, but the best letter in each
isk #111 win its wrilbsr a price. Unless you request otherwise in
the letter, =ny missive you serd to Rapp or Groover hezmeafter 1s
eubject to pudbiioativn. Ve don't want dlscussion of &, either in
praise or bdlane -- discuss "the articles, the scienco of the fiotion,
or drag out your own favorits contrcversy. 2Prize for the bsat let-
ter in the lovember liarp ~- A copy of IIL for Fall 43. (Value a-
bout 20¥ at ourrent quotations).

Lngwer to the Christmas-Prgesuy Probiem:

Dou't lat ths holidays sneak up on you!l Give your fanfriends
a Chrietmas present thaet will remind them of you all through 1948--
give a year's subsorintion to the W ! Only one dollar! Hell, give
one to yoar non-fan pals, too -- maybe it will cwnvert them to stfs




- One $1-DED EAL_

by Restrr K. Ganiy

rrofesgor aalsoln lay flot jn the nose of the rocket, hurtling to-l
vard the ftull moca. e finleiad ona plag « nertes of o) :ﬂzo,cras:.r.c
IV BhAp #6383  elilyely 8 bonnfto, powured By the tirolavu ftom

ﬁhen 2 dial Topletered miateunc-anat | ne weald  actunte controle, ard |
radar x.nle nsuuuse hie &@fvtapce frow the rocr, 4Sher antoratio deﬂcea'
would fizre the Mraiing zociens un:i!) Sha spead o 4t-a ship in relation |
ito the = faco was zarc. |
Fe raz on a Jdzad “ralactery whisl woel2 2iyry him %S¢ e dari

s islde <€ tra SEferliz@. The oeiaavietc raed depldsd  thay elready lnew

! all thoy cinld cdout the vielhle wide,

- wGitadli, gve DAL zatars By wnl ey 44131, Loter, he onened =a
oabin»b mud icis Jut e bottls of ecosehr. Hnldtng <he b t“lo up toward
the mc 2, 78 "".. W% 3 cjed Lha wadlra %, he Songtad "o "cu, 00N,
@18 me The £i)% %s the Fiyra) mai ¢ st feot o= ._«.u. By wok a long
ponlg of s !

: L)*
.

- 4 .,f

}rd”'l “lth 8 e41l9 #rin vabeconins %2 2 s2ientist. e toak anothec. The
< ghip "0 Bapan 36 ocurve aroucd 19e 20381 plobe, The terajeatlir 1in e
-y lay diractly uader ‘he snhiy.  ¥aleolm ¢t out bpie caucora agada. He
1 waitad for taz side of trs poon wrieh vc mro hed ever 8een to revesl
1tmolf. .
fuddenly hic aria frogs. He al: byt turmed intc an slsbaelasr etu-
tue. iadnest weuld have clslmed hie brodr . hed 3t pa% bea fortified)
with aloohcl. he mcon o8 n henisphera. At firs% it did not wvene-
trate, then it hit klm lixe 3 batteriag ram -- the moon zaf & hemisph-
‘eroi In tpat iustont ialcolm Xnew he wos doomed. Frantiocaily he aet
the rednr into astiop, but without a surtace %0 dounce the wrves back,
troy 040 not zeturs tov Lire the ruse rock:ty
: Kélealn gidbored inzeacly. Mo woaders2 how sany <hiyxs wonld bde
® loat belore tho fucts vecawms known.

2 Mdaigoly zetensa  the moos huctls vaest, Only the Aistant eturs lsy

= in hig math byt he mml& b8 des ) long bafore ¥a srxri wved,
> He whinm-rud 80 £ 1y and ook & long clug of seotaoh. J ’ 7
.. PR e e o M — _— U E—————————— B L D — E.-..h.__j
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SEETEE

DUST

£pawn eons spewsd from seoething sun,

Its nindlegs drifting finully done,
The otome flcat in vacuum vast
Until they cocslesce at lavt

Ir 2fepion, where hafore was none.

Uisperssd debris; what worlds have died
50 send these oo emic sentries wide

Through lonely void Iin ages parRt?Y
From what fur noint?

Some heta-blastod, Benring sun
Ere yet 30l1's system was begun

dot awful and; and dAid the raca

0 tormed thut systen dwelling-plune
In »rror wateh dastruot ion goms ¥

0= touokr it offo.,..

A K Rare




THE

Werps By FLor By

ART RAPP BlLL GROOVER
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"Look at the olaie I found in a junk ahop this norningl" I greet-
ed Morgan Botts, triumphantly waving a tattered pulpmag with a lurid
cover. Botts lowored his stein carefully to the table and donned 2
pair of greasy horn-rimmed glasses which he fished from his shirt
pocket. LEaperly he bent forward to examine my prize.

"4 19b2 Flabber§aating Adventures,” I chortled, "and with a lead
story by Barber, teo!l'

mionderful!”™ Botts agroed, nostalgie and several besrs tingeiug
his woioe., "Well do I remember those 0ld days, ' when fan fought fan
with a8 bitter, undying hatred, sll because of the famous Barber Enig-
ma." He spplied himself moresely to his beer. >

fog-~eared pages. "Barber is telling about how every tree is inhabited
by a epirit of l1life; and that when somebody cuta the tree down, the
spirit remains in the wood, schem!: :nd planning for revenge upon hu-
manity."

Botts haatily sewallowed his mouthful of beer in order to reply.
"Yeah, 1 remember he oncs challenged any fan to prove that when a
scaffold breaks snd drops a cerpenter to hia death, it is not caused
by the evil spirits of the trees. He always e¢laimed the spirits .1lk-
ed to him by tapping in Morse code on the inside of his skull,”

"Corny, wasan't 1t9" I rejoined. "Especlally when the editor of
Flaobbergasting Adventures, Raymond A. Hrndley, backed Barber up by as~
'serting that many a men has been carted off to a booby ha tech for hear-
ing noigses in his head when all the time it is merely the persecution
of the wood-spirits.”

"Shat got me," replied Botte through the foam of a freush beaker,
"was the way Bcorewballs from gll over the country wrote in to KA, tel~
ling how they, too, had encountered the evil soirits, or relaEThg how
& two~by~four had once imllen on their head, Of oourse, liundley wove
all this into the pattern of the Barber Knigma, until he had even 2
fow of the more improssionable actifen believing him."

"Bo, this is & good story,” I chuokled, deeply absorbed in the

i3
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a8 the ojportunity to ravive his sageging rublicstions, amueing Stories

200 _

S— e

"Irore ware some prent feuds over the JSarber bnigma," I agtemd.
#But all of n sudden 1t sees . to die a=ny, except for some minor mut~
tering and proaning smong the nctifen, het 4id heypent”

“You mean you don't know¥" tna #wkfap-invantor Asked in surprise,

*I've neard amors, of ocourws " I retorecad. "I thought y.u might
knoy the true stoiy."

"AB o mutter of fact...™ sauld Bottu, Then he ,ausaes und . o4 his

| empty glase ajgnificaatly. [Iinocdded to,the barten .sr, who .wcm long
.exierienge ag fanilinr with roguirementa. potts sighe. uid set-

:
|

tlod nimaelf more comfortebly in  hise
dhalr. T1th an uninterruptecd sup,ly
of sud8, 2 20sy ta' rn, und 8 tule of
thke o0ld 8tf days to tell, he was in
ki®e element. b : 1

"It 1. seldom realised,” he be-
‘gon.. "that Raymond A. 5andley himself
never met fichurd L. berber durin; the
‘heyday of the Uarbexr lLnigma. Their
business dealings were oonducted by
meil. 3Sarber 1lived in o arall town
in upstute Uaw York, while Fi was pub-
lished, of ocourse, in the metropoli-
tan &rea."

i '1, wyself, huve Been suome of
Borber'c original manusoripte and the
Iletters which scoom;anied them; and
'thore can be no doubt that he was ab-
: - solutely sincare in his bizarre no-

’ 3 tione about evil spirite. He had &
fuir talent for stringing words  to-

. __sRether  and uha knew at once that nre

snd ¥lavberpasting idventures. I doubt, however 1if- even he foresaw
that ths 2ag wouid enowball uatil it rocked the entire structura of
-andom.,

"Graduaily the Burter Eaigmes Decane the mect fmporten + 1ag in
nad‘s life. Letters concecning wood-epirits poured intc his of. ice ==
.unmape bepged for ‘the r-al lowdown' on the nmnjigms -- amateur invest-
igators nounded nix in an effort O prove its truth or falsity. O0ddly
spough, no oze aver d4ic cowe up #ith coidclusive proof that the whcle
thing #a= a hoax, although acye of the beegt brsine in the country --
the orgunigue atien =-- attatote: 13 du 80,

*»ioture, then, nAH's situstion. He war cocupied with tie unigma
from  .wn until lxzte ut pnight. Me wae forced fo formulu te convincing
rebuttals to every concel vable coriticicesm ¢f the unkgma, or olsa ad=it
that it was gll a nublicity stunt. And over all, the atreum of ator-
les noured in from n.L. Barovar, each tale Lreathiag a psssionate sln-
cerity, pervuasive in its eloouence.”

"You'’re bepinning ¢0 shed a new light on -~AH'sS action,” 1 obparv-
ed. .



"chuddup!" (Botts hates to be interrupted in the midet of n tals.)
"Angwey, the inevitable happencd. Handley, overworked to the

point of exhnustion, bepen to lose hie objectivity. 4 tiny threud of

doudbt crept into hie mind. Vhat if the

cnizma were true, after all? He begaen i

to resd the sorewball=letters with more . 4 il

jinterast, lcoking for corroberstion of o -~

the Barber Enigma instead of morely ob- - ) C—

gerving whether the letter contsined a
gubgcription order.

"Once this attitnde dominuted him,
RAE was doomed. He became more adep ¢
then ever at twisting inoidents into euwp-
port of the Barbor c¢laims. He began to
ignore aven the most glaring fallacies
when they wefe pointed out to him, I
knew that he wase finished the day I saw
them move hias great antique oak desk
from nis offices an replace it with e
new stesl dosk,”

"You meBn.«s7" I asked, tasvping my | <
forehead signifioently. €4

Botts nodded =i lently, pausing for
a long drsught of beer.

“ivents moved pwiftly tc & climex," he resumed. “Handlay began
showing his eontexrpt <for those who were not <fellow-beliavers in the
Berber Enigma, even when his attitude was againgt the commarcial in-
teresta of his magasinee, Avthors who had remained on his .taft for
yeurs took offenee &t hies eweering polioy~dirsctivemr ard tegan to
write for compoting mage. RAH developed n persacution oomplex; bsocsame
convineced that the walnut-paneled wells of hia offiee were ahout ¢to
elcze in on him in reteliamtion for his dlasphemy im printing the seo-
r- .3 of the avil wood-epirits,

"Ultimately, he refused even %0 discherge his dutiea us editor,
for his terror extsnded to the wood-pulp paper op which AL and Fi were
printed. At that point one of his aseistant editors reccvered enough
initiative and presence of mind to summon A pavchiatrist.”

"Bruaw, so the rumor was triue affer all?" | rsuarked, remembering
hgw thg ineidant Botbts was relwting had become legondary in the annals
of fandom.

"RAH wus dragzed from hils office, screaming in terror at the
gight of a yerdetick or pencil. He was hustled away to a =small count~
ry sanitarium mery miles from the metropolia; and only after he hed
heon ahown thot the entire building was constructed of metul and nlas~-
tic, and that aven tha padding on the walls contaized 70 cellulose.
would hs vafm down enonugk %6 g0 to slasp.,

at



"Lete that night he was saweksned by san intermittent 2licking
sound. Cuiious, he groped his way from his nalocked cell, down the
darke ~d haliwzey Soward the noigxe, wheve a Dar of 1light splashed a-
crosg the metal zorridor floor from 8 ha/f-shut door.

"HWAH opsaed the 200r mud peered cu.iously into a asll munh 7 ike
the vne he had left. The padding on the walls in this one, nddly ea~
ough, was frayel and worn, as i it hud tulea a grsat deal of panish-
ment, in ons oodrner a thin, pule young man was poocking away st a bat-
tered portabla, pausing now end then te count his fingers.

"Handley cqughed tentatiwely. <The yourz man Jookal ur from ais
typewriter, snd n.welcoming grin spread across his ifane,

"'Hn‘.l.lo,"',ﬁe faid, 'You must be the new inmate, Allow me to in-
troduce myegelf., I'm one of the old-timers around here. Xarhspa yFou
hove heard of ‘mes l'vg-gh-done a bit in the literary line. Berber ir
the ns=me. Riohgr.d £o Burver.'"

. } EﬂD

Next month, Spacewarp will bring you:

"lke £ptileé Day" -- ancther scientiepic by Bill Groover.

"Logical Semantiecse™ -- an unupwal feature hy Art Rapo.

"ha Story ¢f VLHudsoa“== in the Psysho Lab.

"Coanning the Fanzines™ -~ our 0ld review column, drought
book by popular requeet,

Thie new lstter column ~- by i{%g readors.

~= gnd moany other unumesuel and fascinating features.

Don't miss the November ilgTp -- evbsoribe now! Tnree m.nths -- 25¢
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